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The Crown Estate is a landed estate including more than 120,000 hectares 

of agricultural land in England, Scotland and Wales, substantial blocks of 

commercial property (primarily in London) and an extensive marine estate 

covering 55 per cent of the foreshore and almost all of the seabed out to 

the 12-mile territorial limit. Its origins date back to the reign of King Edward 

the Confessor. The Crown Estate is part of the hereditary possessions of the 

Sovereign “in right of the Crown” managed under the provisions of the Crown 

Estate Act 1961 by the Crown Estate Commissioners who have a duty to 

maintain and enhance the value of the Estate and the income derived from it. 

The net revenue surplus is paid to the exchequer. 

24: The Crown Estate and BMAPA

The British Marine Aggregate Producers Association (BMAPA) was formed 

in 1992 and comprises members of the Mineral Products Association with a 

marine interest. Marine sand and gravel is supplied to home markets, as well as 

contributing to the balance of payments through exports to Continental Europe. 

In addition, marine aggregates are fulfilling an increasingly important role by 

supporting beach replenishment schemes. The marine aggregates industry 

operates over 25 vessels on 70 production licences around the UK. 

BMAPA membership is comprised of: Brett Group Ltd, Britannia Aggregates 

Ltd, CEMEX UK Marine Ltd, DEME Building Materials Ltd, Hanson Aggregates 

Marine Ltd, Kendall Bros. (Portsmouth) Ltd, Lafarge Aggregates Ltd, Northwood 

(Fareham) Ltd, Sea Aggregates Ltd, United Marine Dredging Ltd and Volker 

Dredging Ltd.
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